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We are increasingly realizing that our most important focus— 
even before fish, water, and floodplains—needs to be the people 
who make this watershed their home. It’s not always easy to figure 
out how we can meet the needs of our diverse community, while 
also sustaining fish, wildlife, stream corridors, and clean drinking 
water. In the past few years, Friends of the Teton River has made 
a concerted effort to reach out to community members and orga-
nizations that we may not have worked with in the past, but who 
play a key role in successful watershed conservation. 

FTR is nationally recognized as a leader in watershed research, 
restoration, and innovation, but our most successful work always 
starts at the community level—with people like you. By actively 
listening, asking questions, and finding common ground with a 
variety of stakeholders, we’ve been able to redefine what it means 
to truly work together for win-win solutions in a way that directly 
supports the livelihoods and natural resources we all depend on. 

Watersheds encompass complex landscapes that face a wide 
range of equally complex issues. We will continue working col-
laboratively for our mission to protect and improve clean water, 
healthy streams, and a vibrant trout fishery. Our partners have 
also helped to reframe what that means. Successful watershed 

Dear Friends,

S T A F F
 Amy Verbeten, Executive Director
 Anna Lindstedt, Development Director
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 Mike Lien, Fisheries Restoration/Research Director
 Sarah Lien, Water Resources Director/Staff Attorney
	 Dawn	Felchle,	Office	Manager

 Cover photo: Camrin Dengle

OUR MISSION is to work collaboratively for clean 
water, healthy streams, and a thriving wild fishery in the 
Teton Watershed. We implement on-the-ground projects, 
partnerships, and programs that restore stream health 
and function, improve water quality and quantity, and 
connect people of all ages with water resources.

Welcome Message
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conservation doesn’t only depend on sound science and “connect-
ing the dots,” it depends on the interconnection of people, place, 
and best practices. In the pages of this Annual Report, we hope 
you’ll connect with the programs and projects we’re doing that 
positively affect farming and fly-fishing, ranching and aquifer re-
charge, and healthy water and soils. 

During 2017, FTR raised $700,000 for stream corridor resto-
ration, agricultural best-management practices, clean water ini-
tiatives, and community education programs (pages 8-9), which 
would not have been possible without our partners. The contri-
butions of our incredibly generous donors and community mem-
bers continue to humble and amaze us—and have enabled us to 
leverage more grant funding for on-the-ground work than ever 
before (pages 11-13). Thanks to your investment, we are gaining 
momentum and recognition for innovative programs like Farms 
& Fish and our Septic Incentive Program, both of which received 
resounding support in their first year. In 2018, our fundraising ini-
tiatives and community events will seek to build upon this success 
by continuing to connect people with the river we love (see our 
Current Campaigns and Save the Dates, pages 14-16).

Amy Verbeten
Executive Director 

(2012-present)

Anna Lindstedt
Development Director 

(2007-present)

In many ways, our approach to watershed conservation is like 
an old-fashioned barn raising. Not one individual (or organiza-
tion) could lift those heavy beams, but by working together we 
are able to accomplish what none of us could do alone. Thank 
you for supporting a model of collaboration, participation, and 
fundraising that helps keep us growing in our ability to do great 
work with our community.
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Education/Drinking Water Protection:  
While helping to develop a drinking water protection plan for Teton 
County, we heard concerns about the threats unmaintained septic sys-
tems and household hazardous waste could pose to Teton Valley’s drink-
ing water supply.  In response, FTR created a Septic Incentive Program, 
providing homeowner education and a reimbursement to encourage 
residents to have their septic tank inspected and properly maintained. 
FTR also funded a number of community projects—through grants to 
partners such as Teton Valley Health Care, Teton Valley Community 
Recycling, and Teton High School—that were aimed at protecting water 
quality by reducing waste and educating valley residents. FTR is seeking 
funding to continue these well-received programs.

2017 Key Accomplishments

The FTR Education Program continues to inspire kids valley-wide, 
in grades K-12. Thanks to the Teton Valley Chapter of Trout Un-
limited, our Trout in the Classroom program has aquariums in all 
of the public schools in the district this year. Other programs for 
school-aged youth included field trips about geology, stream stud-
ies, snow science, and wetlands. In the first year of a two-year EPA 
Environmental Education grant, FTR launched a Teton County 
WaterWise Initiative, focused on youth and adult education op-
portunities for drinking water protection, including topics on soil 
health, floodplains, well-water testing, and household hazardous 
waste. As a part of this grant, FTR was awarded $20,000 to fund 
classrooms and community organizations that have projects relat-
ed to improving drinking water. 

In collaboration with Teton Arts, more than 75 students explored the need for clean 
drinking water through an artistic lens, creating a mural that will be permanently 
displayed at the Driggs Fifth Street Skatepark.
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Farms & Fish: 
We have spent a great deal of time developing strategies with our agricultural part-
ners who are concerned about changing land use, water management, and hydro-
logic conditions in our valley. We have actively formed partnerships with agricultur-
al producers, the Teton Soil Conservation District, and the Farm Bureau to develop 
locally based solutions for maintaining the health of our working lands, open spac-
es, and stream corridors, while improving water resources and family farms and 
ranches. Thanks to resounding community support for our Farms & Fish Initiative, 
FTR has received $765,000 in federal grant funding over the next three years to 
assist agricultural producers with no-till farming, cover crop seed, irrigation infra-
structure, land protection, and water quality and soil health improvements.

Teton Creek Restoration: 
FTR has invested more than $3.3 million to research, restore, protect, and im-
prove fish habitat, stream flows, water quality, and riparian health in the Teton 
Creek Corridor over the past dozen years. FTR invested $300,000 on Teton 
Creek in 2017, restoring 480 feet of stream channel, and stabilizing and reveg-
etating 1,165 feet of stream bank, and two acres of floodplain. A total of 2,770 
willow poles were cut, prepared, and planted at project sites. Earlier in the year, 
FTR and Biota Research & Consulting completed an assessment of the existing 
conditions to identify which sections of Teton Creek are healthy and which are 
most at-risk to flooding, habitat loss, and damage. The report findings give FTR, 
stream restoration experts, local residents, and decision-makers a science-based 
tool to make informed decisions and develop long-term restoration solutions that 
make sense for our community. FTR will continue to assist the community with 
this process and initiate next steps.

Partnerships, trust, and effective collaboration have been fundamental to our success as an organization.  Our vision is to be a 
model for watershed conservation that puts science into practice, celebrates a diverse culture of stewardship, and implements 
locally based solutions that support our economy, community, and values.
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2017
Worldcast Anglers  
Casmir & Carol Yost  
  
Blue-winged Olive ($250-$499) 
Phyllis Anderson 
David & Deb Beach  
Tim & Gail Buckley 
Katharine Butler; in honor of   
Karen Scheid 
Patricia & James Durrett
Dr. Thomas Fauntleroy, Jr.
Debbie & David Fosdick
Ray Howard 
Jeri Thomson & David James
Jeff & Darcy Klausmann
David & Emmy Montayne
Cheston & Ann Newbold
Neal & Cherie Small 
Mary Carol Staiger;  In Memory of 
 John Siverd
David Ward 
Sue & Tom Williams   
 
Gray Drake ($500-$999)
Marilyn Couch & David Axelrod     
Trish & Mike Boyd  
Tim Buckley 
Kirsten & Jeff Engelman
The Family Foundation 
Carole Travis & Leo Henikoff
Jane Durcan & John Hoffman
Doris & Mark Kelly 
Abigail & Allen Loe 
Diane & K.C. Murphy; in 
 memory of John Siverd
Janet & Dennis Nelson
Karen Scheid; In Honor of 
 Dean Scheid

Linda & John Seiter  
Marta Smith  
Mary & Greg Stone  
Gini & Clint VanSiclen  
  
Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout 
($1000-$5000)
Ann & Reed Coleman 
Jean Crabtree  
Creekside HOA  
Annie & Jon Fenn  
Hamill Family Foundation 
Jay Hauth   
Wendy & Richard Hokin 
Sue & Forrest Hunter 
Susan & Richard Jacobsen 
Lauren & David Lowman 
Twing & Chuck Pitman    
Jennifer & Gary Price  
Dean Scheid  
Patricia Andrews & Art Simonetti  
Jeanie & Les Thurmond 
Jen & Chris Tissot  
Bev & Don Watson  

A special thanks to River Rim 
Homeowners:
Robert Bailie  
Kevin Bauer
Deana & Bill Davis
Harman River Ranch 
Patricia & Roger Saylor

Teton River Stewards ($5000+)
Baltoro Trust
Richard Grundler   

 

Thank You, 
Members! 

Donations:
Caddis Fly (up to $99)
Boots Allen  
David Anderson  
Lambi Arts, LLC; In Honor of 
 Karen Scheid
Broward Atwater 
Ranko Balog  
Sarah & Clayton Bieber 
Jackie & Gus Cronenberg 
Jack Farrar   
John Fitzgerald  
Bruce Flatow  
Tim Frazier  
Alisha & Chad Horrocks 
Anna Kirkpatrick  
Lynn & Dick Lebolt  
Linda Long  
Baerbel & Ivo Lucchitta 
Valerie & Bob Margulis 
Susan & Bill Metzdorff 
Christina Morrisett  
Peaked Sports  
Janna Rankin & Art Frakt  
Janet Reid   
Jennifer Schadegg  
Debra Smith  
Kat & Bruce Smithhammer 
Scott Swanson  
Mike Tenecyk  
Babette Thorpe & John Rice 
Lizz & Gerry Verbeten  
Pam & Tom Walker  
Nadja & Bob Ward  

Stephanie & Jim Werntz 
Jill Naylor Yarger  
Joyce & Felix Zajac III  

Pale Morning Dunn ($100-$249)
Wendy & Tim Brockish  
Jayma & Greg Bammerlin 
Elizabeth Coulter  
Laurie & Alan Crary  
Nancy & Jim Curtes  
Chip Daniels  
Deborah Asa Davis  
Suzy & Harvey Edwards 
John Fedders  
Alice & John Finley 
Frontier Adjusters 
Lorie & John Kalivas  
Ronnie & Richard Klein
Mike Lawson  
Jerry Long   
Betsy & Matt McGlone 
Colin McNease  
Ginny & Bruce Northcott
Peggy & Paul Pettit  
Linda & Ken Pierce; In Honor of 
 Jen Pierce
Doris & Mark Rasmus 
Betty & Jacob Reiss  
Lynn Sandmann  
Emily Selleck  
Nancy Siverd  
Travis Gay & Thomas Sneed  
Rich Troy   
Vancie Turner  
Peter Versloot  
Ruskin Vest  
Jim & Sandy Wood; In Honor of  
 Jen Pierce
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2017
Anonymous (11)
Penny & Dave Abbott
Shawn & Tim Adams
Megan & Travis Allen
Boots Allen
Jeanne and Peter Anderson
Phyllis Anderson
Jay Anderson
Patty Sticher & Clarke Arick
Barbara & Gerald Aronowitz
Sarah & Tom Balben
DeeAnn & Al Baldwin
Ray & Bill Belk
Jean & Bob Benedict
Ellen & Nicholas Besobrasow
Jim Bjorken
Barb & Randy Boesch
Alice & Bill Boney
Linda & Chuck Borrenpohl
Laurie & Virgil Boss
Trish & Mike Boyd
Ann-Toy & Porter Broughton
Silvija Strikis & Miguel Browne
Kristel & Ted Bryson
Tim Buckley
Blue Bunch
Dot & Joe Burns
Pat Butts
Sharon Shopper & Arnold Byrd
Jen & Joe Calder
Kelly & Jason Chircop
Penny Oslund & Billy Chow
Pat O’Leary & Tom Clark
Sue Miller & Greg Collins
Missy & Ryan Colyer
Elizabeth Coulter
Laurie & Allan Crary
Deepen Fund

Thank You, 
Tin Cup Donors! 

Laurel Dorr
Melodee & Martin Eby
Betty & Bud Elliott
Dawn Felchle
Molly & Peter Fenger
Kath & Tom Ferris
Alice & John Finley
Melanie & David Fischel
Kristi & Mark Fisher
Kris & John Fisher
Jannine & Scott Fitzgerald
Geno Forsythe
Janna Rankin & Art Frakt
Rita Johnson & Fred Frederick
Mavis Gallenson
Shelly & Lou Gaylord
Neil Gleichman
Ann Goodell
Molly Robertson-Goodrich
Grand Targhee Ski Resort
Grand Teton Brewing Company
Georgina Worthington & 
 John Greenwood
Janna & Bill Grover
Alison Hady
Lisa Johnson & Ben Hammond
Douglas Hancey
Mary Lou & Paul Hansen
Nell & Mark Hanson
Agnes & Brandon Harrison
Susan Hawkins
Carole Travis & Leo Henikoff
Janet Conway Heslin & Buol Heslin
Deb Hibberd
Shawn Hill
Peggy & Mike Hinman
Nancy & Jeff Hogenson
Pam & Lee Holmes

Jeannette Chiari & Bill Horn
Tina Culman & Chuck Iossi
Rita & Edward Isbey
Jim Jackson
Sarah & Brady Johnston
Carl Jordan
Dana & Dave Joslyn
Diane & Jeff Jung
Kasey & Kai Karstens
Kim Keeley
Jean & Wes Keller
Bill Kelly
Susan Lincoln & Glen Kerr
Viesia & Jerry Kirk
Jean & Jim Kitchen
Kim Day & Jim Kleine
Linda Kotowski
Lani & Wray Landon
Sue & Gary Lang
Cathy O’Connor & Chris Larson
Carolyn Keeler & Mike Lavey
Earle Layser
Debbie & Bill Leake
Ellen & Leon Lederman
Gayle & Ron Lien
Lori & Ryan Lloyd
Linda Long
Janet & Guy Loomis
Baerbel & Ivo Lucchitta
Cindy & Jerry Lucey
Maria Hayashida & 
 Max Ludington
Susan & Mayo Lykes
Sarah & Matt MacMillan
Jen & Lars Magnusson
Kathleen & Milton May
Elizabeth & Jim McCane
Nancy McCullough-McCoy & 
 Mike McCoy
Kay & Dick McIlroy
Kate West & Alan McKnight
Linda & Mike Merigliano
Tahia and Jim Miller
Sheilah Grebe & Gene Morandi
Barbara & Mike Morey

Deidre O’Connell & Ben Morris
Janis & Howard Morris
Christina Morrisett
Jamie and Gary Moscowitz
Mary Mullaney & Ralph Mossman
Jaime Musnicki
Molly Absolon & Allen O’Bannon
Carmen & Ken O’Dell
Charlie Otto
Shawna Burge & Andy Pearson
Jeanette & Carl Pergam
Marjorie & Tom Peter
Linda Grimm & Stephen Piscatelle
Liz Pitcher
Donna Molinelli & Ray Pond
Josie Gray & Jared Power
Lynne Wolfe & Dan Powers
Linda & John Prentice
Susan & Don Radkoski
Ellen & Jim Rein
Cheryl & Jim Reinertsen
Maureen Riegel
Jackie & Sean Riley
Barbara & George Roberts
Jo Ann & Gary Rose
Ellen Rosenau
Pamela & Jim Ross
Susie Reuter and Jeff Russell
Lynn Sandmann
Iris Saxer
Karen & Dean Scheid
Merrill Schneider
Philbin Schulz
Emily Selleck
Donald Sharaf
Linda Shaw
Nancy Siverd
Kat & Bruce Smithhammer
Tamara Sperber
Lorene & Robert Spoelhof
Jeanie & Fred Staehr
Peggy	&	John	Stanchfield
Georgie Stanley
Andy Steele
Alice & Bob Stevenson

Jane & Don Streubel
Steve Summers
Shannon & Larry Thal
Elizabeth Thebaud
Jeanie & Les Thurmond
Susie Busch Transou
Kim Goodman Trotter & 
 Frank Trotter
Rich Troy
Linda & John Unland
Lane & Chris Valiante
Mitzi & John Van Arsdell
Gini & Clint Van Siclen
Betty & Mylan VanNewkirk
Amy and Dan Verbeten
Claire Vitucci
Lisa & Kent Wagener
Pamela & Tom Walker
Astrid & Todd Warden
Abby & Willy Warner
Clarissa & Ted Wells
Karin Wertheim
Debbie & Bob Whipple
Pat & Dan Willert
Caroline Herter & Ben Winship
Nancy Hamill Winter
Kate Ohlandt & Jerry Wirkus
Shana & Ted Wood
Jennifer Pierce & Dave Wood
Charlie Woodward
Susan & David Work
Joyce & Felix Zajac
 

The 2018 Tin Cup giving 
period is open June 1-July 27; 
contributions are accepted online 
at www.cftetonvalley.org, 
via mail, and in person at the 
Community Foundation of Teton 
Valley  office.
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FY 2017 Financials

Friends of the Teton River raised $702,632 in total revenue and support in 2017, with the 
majority of funds (80 percent) going to on-the-ground projects and programs, including 
stream restoration, stream flow restoration, water quality and fisheries monitoring, and 
watershed education and outreach. Revenues were derived from individual donors and 
donor events, federal and state grants, foundation support, and fee-for-service contracts.

REVENUE AND SUPPORT:

Federal & State Grants Assistance   $ 194,897

Membership and Donations   $ 161,247

Foundation Grants   $ 281,751

Fee for Service (Contracts)   $ 57,895

Special Events (Net of expense)   $ 3,450

Other (Merchandise, Interest)   $ 3,392

Total Revenue and Support   $ 702,632
    

2017 INCOME - $702,632 2017 EXPENSES - $594,328

Memberships & 
Donations

23%

Federal & State 
Grants

28%

Foundation 
Grants

40%

Fee for Service/
Contracts

8%
Events

.5%
Other
.5%
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EXPENSES:

Watershed Projects & Programs    $ 384,507  

Education & Outreach    $ 86,241 

Operations & Program Management   $ 123,580

Total Expenses    $ 594,328
 

2016 Net Assets at End of Year $ 107,262 $ 85,048 $ 192,310

Change in Net Assets $ 20,515 $ 87,789 $ 108,304

2017 Net Assets at End of Year $ 127,777 $ 172,837* $ 300,614

*Restricted Net Assets held at the end of FY 2017 will be spent in FY 2018 on programs and 
projects, for which they have been designated by the individual or grantor.

Friends of the Teton River strongly believes in fiscal responsibility and accountability to its 
membership, project partners, and the general public. This report illustrates FTR’s financial 
position as of December 31, 2017.  Please contact us if you would like a copy of our 990 tax 
form, on file with the IRS.

2017 EXPENSES - $594,328

Watershed 
Programs & 

Projects
65%

Education & 
Outreach

15%

Admin/Operations 
& Management

20%

Unrestricted   Restricted        Total



Thank You, Farms & Fish Donors! 
Phyllis Anderson
Steve Auer
David & Debbie Beach
James & Jeanne Beirne
Heidi & Eric Blischke
Trish & Mike Boyd
Michael Commins
Elizabeth Coulter
Asa & Deborah Davis
Ken & Sarah Dunn
Jon & Annie Fenn
Kris & John Fisher
Christine Debouck & Mitchell Gross
Douglas Hancey
Henikoff Family Fund
Pam & Lee Holmes
Bradley Hull
Thomas & Deanne Hutchison
Kathy & Ted Jablonski
Jeri Thomson & David James
Jason Kelley
Bob & Deborah Malheiro
Sandy & Mary Mason

Sue Miller & Greg Collins
Donald & Lorraine Mitchell
Jamie & Gary Moscowitz
Patagonia
Chris Bryan & Trey Peacock
Cheryl & Jim Reinertsen
Lynn Sandmann
Jennifer Schadegg
Nancy Siverd
Tierney Skahill
Michael & Julie Stalnecker
Georgie Stanley
Teton Valley ED Discretionary Fund 
 of the Community Foundation
Dr. David Theis
Jen & Chris Tissot
Gini & Clint Van Siclen
Lizz & Gerry Verbeten
Watters Family Charitable Fund
Nancy Hamill Winter
Jennifer Pierce & Dave Wood

FTR would like to extend our gratitude to the donors who 
collectively gave over $37,000 to our 2017 Farms & Fish 
Campaign.  Individual giving is the most important source 
of funds that FTR leverages to match with federal, state, 
and foundation grants. Thanks for investing in this “home 
grown” effort! 
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Bates Public Access
Community Foundation of Teton Valley
Western Native Trout Initiative

Fisheries Monitoring
Anonymous Donor
Arthur Simonetti & Patricia Andrews
Short Family Foundation

Water Quality/Stream Monitoring
Idaho Department of Water Resources
Teton Conservation District (Wyoming)
Teton Springs Foundation

Capacity Grants
Biota Research & Consulting
Bonneville Environmental Foundation
LOR Foundation

Stream Flow Program
Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program
Idaho Department of Water Resources
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Community Education
Department of Energy (2017/18)*
EPA Environmental Education Grant
Silverstar Communications

Teton Creek Restoration/
Teton Creek Collaborative
Creekside Homeowners Association 
Cushman Family Foundation
Donald C. Brace Foundation*
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
Idaho Department of Lands (2016-2019)*
Jackson Hole One Fly Foundation
LOR Foundation
Teton Creek Flood Control District
Trout Unlimited
Western Native Trout Initiative & US Fish and Wildlife  
 Service (National Fish Habitat Partnership)

Farms & Fish
Natural Resources Conservation Service (2017-2021)*
Patagonia Environmental Grant

2017 Grant Funding for Programs & Projects

$5K

$13K

$25K

$53K

$60K

$70K

$375K

$780K

FTR works hard to bring grant dollars into our 
community, where we put them to work on-the-
ground, investing them in our watershed with local 
contractors, businesses, organizations, and community 
members. We believe healthy ecosystems and 
economies thrive together. 

*These are grants that were received or awarded 
in FY 2017. Note that grant periods do not always 
correspond	with	FTR’s	fiscal	year,	and	vary	in	length	
where noted. 
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$42K

Growing Leverage Through Partnerships

 FTR+Teton Soil 
Conservation 

District to purchase 
a no-till seed drill

2015/2016

Patagonia Grant
2016

Farms & Fish 
Campaign

individuals & donors
2017

$15K
$37K

Sowing the Seeds
In 2015-16, Friends of the Teton River 
and the Teton Soil Conservation District 
(TSCD) worked with a handful of “seed” 
funders to raise $42,000 to purchase a 
no-till seed drill, which is now rented at 
very low cost to local farmers so they can 
experiment with conservation tillage tech-
niques.  This handshake deal allowed us to 
literally sow the seeds for the Farms & Fish 
Campaign.

Nurturing the Soil
A $15,000 grant from the outdoor clothing 
company Patagonia helped to further nur-
ture this campaign, providing funding for 
cover crop seeds and producer-to-producer 
education, as well as funding to help re-
search the environmental benefits of cover 
crops and conservation tillage.  

Growing Support
In 2017, the Farms & Fish Campaign 
began in earnest. The campaign has 
brought together FTR members concerned 
about water quality and fisheries and the 
innovative producers voluntarily working 
to protect these valuable resources, while 
also improving the soil and productivity 
on their local family farms.  FTR mem-
bers provided $37,000 in critical private 
matching funds needed to secure state and 
federal grants.  
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Growing Leverage Through Partnerships
FTR + State Agency 

Partnership
2018/2019

FTR + Teton Regional Land Trust +
 federal agency + local ag producers

2018-2021 Shared staff
FTR + Henry’s Fork Foundation

(starting 2018)

$75K $765K

Cultivating Success Expanding the Field
In 2018, the incredibly successful partner-
ships established through and supported by 
the Farms & Fish Campaign continue to 
grow.  Friends of the Teton River and the 
Henry’s Fork Foundation recently hired a 
shared staff member (Landowner Outreach 
Coordinator) who will work full time with 
our agricultural partners to continue to cul-
tivate and expand this important initiative. 

As a direct result of the private and corpo-
rate capacity, seed, and equipment funds 
raised in the early stages of the campaign, 
FTR and our partners were able to apply 
for and successfully secure more than 
$800,000 in state and federal grant funds 
to further this important work. A $74,000 
grant from the Idaho Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality (IDEQ) will be used to 
demonstrate, evaluate, and verify that the 
agricultural best management practices of 
cover crop application and conservation 
tillage can be effectively used to improve 
water quality in the Teton River and its 
tributaries; protect community drinking 
water resources; and improve farm produc-
tivity, soil health, and soil moisture.  

A $765,000 grant from the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) will 
fund the work of a diverse local partner-
ship to collaboratively address soil health 
and erosion, water quality, wildlife habitat 
protection, and water supply issues on pri-
vate lands in Teton County. Partners in this 
work have expanded to include not only 
FTR, TSCD, and our funding partners, 
but also the Teton County Farm Bureau, 
LegacyWorks Group, Teton Regional Land 
Trust, Henry’s Fork Foundation, local 
government entities and canal companies, 
and numerous individual farmers, ranch-
ers, and water right holders.  The majority 
of the state and federal grant funds will go 
directly to landowners and producers to 
implement practices that protect natural 
resources. 

 Reaping the Fruits
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CURRENT CAMPAIGNS
In the stream

Our fisheries research and restoration pro-
gram is the longest-running program at FTR. 
It has had a visible and valuable impact on the 
watershed through fish habitat/passage improve-
ments and stream channel restoration. This 
work is highly regarded by our colleagues, who 
consider our science-based approach to be a 
model for trout conservation in the West. Agen-
cy partners have credited our restoration efforts 
for rebounding cutthroat numbers in the Teton 
River—from fourteen cutthroat per mile in 2003 
to seven hundred cutthroat per mile as of the 
2015 trout population survey. These numbers 
are encouraging, but we know there is still a lot 
of work to do!

In the field
We are continuing to work closely with sci-

entists and agencies from around the region to 
identify the most impactful projects for fisher-
ies health, with a special focus on working with 
willing farmers and ranchers to implement best 
management practices on agricultural lands ad-
jacent to the Teton River and key tributaries. 
These projects will focus on recharging the aqui-
fer, reducing erosion, stabilizing riverbanks, and 

Farms & Fish 2018
The Farms & Fish Initiative kicked off last 

year as a joint-effort of FTR and the agricultur-
al community to raise awareness and funding 
in support of soil and water management prac-
tices that will directly benefit local farms and 
our fishery. With your support, FTR was able to 
secure significant state, federal, and foundation 
grants to put this work on (or in) the ground 
beginning this year. 

Putting your investment to work
In partnership with the Henry’s Fork Foun-

dation and the Teton Water Users Association, 
FTR has hired a Landowner Outreach Coordi-
nator who will work with agricultural produc-
ers and conservation stakeholders to voluntarily 
pilot a number of strategies in the next several 
years that will improve soil health, water quality, 
and river flows. From no-till farming to targeted 
groundwater recharge, these strategies seek to 
implement place-based solutions that are sup-
ported by science and the community. By reduc-
ing nitrogen inputs and erosion, improving soil 
structure, upgrading canals and irrigation sys-
tems, and recharging the aquifer, we are keeping 
working lands working for ecosystem health.
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CURRENT CAMPAIGNS Wilkes Short Family Foundation 
Makes $10,000 Challenge Grant

The Wilkes Short Family Foundation has 
made a $10,000 Challenge Grant to FTR’s 
Fisheries Program in honor of the late John 
Short and in recognition of the hard-working 
guide staff at the Teton Valley Lodge (TVL). 
John was passionate about fishing and the 
Teton River, and made a personal commitment 
to supporting our research efforts through sig-
nificant contributions during his lifetime. In 
his spirit of conservation and stewardship, the 
foundation will match individual contribu-
tions up to $10,000 in 2018 for the Fisheries 
INnovation Support fund (FINS). Friends and 
clients making gifts via this challenge can also 
nominate TVL guide-staff to be recognized 
for their outstanding stewardship, passion, or 
service to the watershed. Friends of the Teton 
River will honor these guides at the end of the 
2018 season.  
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improving livestock management and irrigation diversions. For 
landowners, this means getting assistance to restore and sustain 
the health of their water, land, and livelihood for the long-term. 
For our wild fishery, this means more water, cooler stream tem-
peratures, improved water quality, and better habitat.

Help us grow support!
The goal for the second year of our Farms & Fish Campaign 

is to raise $30,000 in private contributions. This will allow us to 
secure an additional $240,000 in grant funds to restore fish hab-
itat in partnership with farmers and ranchers on the Teton Riv-
er. Your gift, of any amount, will help us continue to implement 
place-based solutions that benefit healthy farms, a healthy fishery, 
and a healthy watershed for all. Donors who make or pledge a 
contribution of $250+ to this program will receive an invitation 
to be recognized at the Farms & Fish Benefit, an event hosted at 
the Teton Valley Lodge on August 22 (see announcement, back 
cover). Please mail your donation/pledge using the enclosed en-
velope, or make a contribution using your credit card online at 
www.tetonwater.org.

The success of Farms & Fish relies on the 

support of our community and donors like you! 



CONTACT US:
 Friends of the Teton River
 PO Box 768
 Driggs, ID 83422
 208.354.3871
 donate by mail or online:
 www.tetonwater.org
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August 1
Teton Valley Farm Tour 
Hop on the tour bus and join FTR and the Farm Bureau to tour 
local agricultural operations and learn about how Teton Valley 
farmers are using innovative agricultural systems to support healthy 
ecosystems. This event is FREE and open to the public. Space will 
be limited; sign-up required. Details to come.

August 22 Farms & Fish Benefit hosted by the Teton Valley Lodge

Healthy Farms, Healthy Fishery Find out how we are restoring fish habitats, water quality, and 
ecosystem health in partnership with farmers and ranchers in Teton Valley. Donors and friends are 
invited to learn about our efforts with local agricultural producers through our Farms & Fish Program, 
give to the campaign, take a tour, and celebrate our successes during an outdoor reception on the banks 
of the beautiful Teton River.

Help us meet our $30,000 goal by making a donation to this campaign. Your contributions will help 
us leverage $250,000 for stream restoration projects in partnership with the local farming and ranching 
community. We will recognize lead donors ($1,000+) and matching gifts over $250 at this event.  Look 
for a formal invitation and announcements early this summer, and reserve your spot at this RSVP-only 
benefit. For event details or to receive an invitation, email dawn@tetonwater.org 

Save the Dates!Farms & Fish


