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WELCOME to Friends of the Teton River’s FY 2015 Annual Report
OUR MISSION at Friends of the Teton River  is to work collaboratively to protect and 
improve clean water, healthy streams and resilient fisheries in the Teton Watershed. We 
accomplish this through on-the-ground projects, partnerships, and programs that restore 
waterways, monitor our impacts, and connect people with their water resources. 

S T A F F
 Amy Verbeten, Executive Director 
 Anna Lindstedt, Development Director
 Allison Michalski, Outreach Coordinator
 Mike Lien, Restoration Director
 Shannon Brady, Education Director
 Sarah Lien, Water Resources Director/Staff Attorney
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A Message from Friends of the Teton River

Friends of the Teton River published its first Annual Report for FY 2001. In that first year of operating, 
we received $12,000 in grant funding and $80,000 from individual donors and members, many of whom 
can be found on our donor list today. As we have grown as an organization, so has our list of generous do-
nors, grantors, programs, and projects—so much so, that it’s hard to fit it all in the center of our biannual 
newsletter Water Lines. 

In an effort to better connect with our donors, partners, and community members, we’ve decided to 
publish a stand-alone Annual Report, which will highlight accomplishments of the past year, recognize in-
dividual and grant supporters, and report on our financial standing as of the most recent tax year.  In this 
Annual Report, you will see a review of the 2015 fiscal year, including a full listing of individuals, granting 
entities, and foundations who contributed to our work between January 1 and December 31 of 2015. Mov-
ing forward, we intend to publish an Annual Report each winter.  Donors for the current year (2016) will 
be recognized in the winter of 2017. 

The last few pages of this report feature fundraising campaigns/opportunities for current programs and 
projects, so that we can connect our members with the most important needs, priorities, and challenges 
for the organization in the year ahead. While the impact of the organization continues to grow, one thing 
remains the same—we still depend on individual donors to support our work. 

In order to continue “moving the needle” for long-term and large-scale watershed protections and health, 
FTR is counting on the continued trust, partnership, and enthusiasm of our community for our work and 
for the Teton River. It is this community of supporters that we have to thank for fifteen years (and counting!) 
of watershed conservation and stewardship. 

Connected through rivers,

    
    
    Executive Director (2012-present)  Development Director (2007-present)
   

Dear Friends,



4     Friends of the Teton River FY Annual Report    |    2015

A Decade of 
Fisheries
Research 

A Dozen Years 
of Watershed 
Education

In 2015, the FTR Fisheries Pro-
gram, along with significant 
support from our agency part-
ners, interns, and volunteers, 
accomplished the first “full-
scale” population estimate of 
the Teton Watershed trout pop-
ulation, including the main stem 
Teton River and tributaries. 

This unprecedented effort required electrofishing four sections of 
the Teton River and 150 sites on tributary streams. This data will 
provide the first comprehensive population estimate for the entire 
watershed and will be compared to past electro-fishing surveys to 
monitor population trends. This information will be used to help 
agencies manage the fishery, identify fisheries conservation needs, 
and prioritize future project work. In addition to the electro-fish-
ing effort, FTR continued its ongoing fisheries research including 
the PIT-tag program, the Teton River Canyon Telemetry Study, 
and the stream temperature monitoring program. 

With a dozen years of for-
mal programming, FTR’s 
Education Program con-
tinues to connect our 
community with Teton 
Valley’s water resources.  
FTR’s Education Coor-
dinator reached nearly 
one thousand students 

through our diverse K-12 offerings in 2015. Programs for school-
aged youth included field trips in geology, stream study, snow sci-
ence, and “the wonder of wetlands.” We partnered with Teton 
Valley Trout Unlimited to expand the Trout in the Classroom Pro-
gram, which now has a fish tank in six classrooms. FTR received 
grants for filming equipment (Community Foundation of Teton 
Valley) and microscopes (Silverstar Communications), which sup-
port the hands-on application of STEM education goals (science, 
technology, engineering, and math).  In November, FTR received 
a two-year EPA Environmental Education grant which launches a 
Teton County WaterWise Initiative, focused on youth and adult 
education opportunities based around drinking water protection, 
through 2017. 

2015 Key 
Accomplishments
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FTR’s Stream Flow Resto-
ration Program continues 
to gain momentum and 
secure live water in Teton 
River tributaries. In 2015, 
FTR completed one new 
water transaction on Bad-
ger Creek, securing almost 
two cfs in stream, and pro-
viding passage for cutthroat 
trout through this section. 
FTR monitored all seven 
of its active transactions on 

a weekly basis throughout the irrigation season, 
ensuring an increase of 7.18 cfs of water to Teton 
Valley’s streams since 2013. FTR is able to pro-
vide economic incentives to water rights holders 
through state funding, and in 2015 alone, over 
$13,000 was dispersed directly to Teton Valley 
water right holders, as payment for voluntarily 
committing their water rights to instream flow 
purposes. FTR continues to work with state and 
regional partners to generate cost-share funding 
and support for this program and others like it in 
the West. 

More Water for 
Instream Flows FTR was chosen as a 

Bonneville Environmen-
tal Foundation Mod-
el Watershed partner 
(2010-2020), and has 
worked extensively with 
the foundation to refine 
and define our long-term 
watershed protection 
and restoration goals. 
Their support recogniz-
es the strong founda-
tion FTR has built—one 
based on sound science 
that drives our mission, 
priorities, and projects, 

and one of partnerships, trust, and effective collaboration that have been so fun-
damental to our success. In meetings and in the field, among fish experts and 
farmers, we continue to provide an example for watershed research, restoration, 
and management in the West.  Our vision is to be a model for watershed conser-
vation that puts science into practice, celebrates a culture of stewardship, and 
implements locally based solutions that support our economy, people, and values. 
While the amount of work we’ve accomplished with a small staff and lean budget 
is astonishing to our regional and national peers, we are simply working to ensure 
that the remarkable watershed in which we live will remain that way for genera-
tions to come. 

A Model Watershed for the West
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FY 2015 Financials

Friends of the Teton River raised $426,685 in total revenue and support in 2015, with the 
majority of funds (78 percent) going to on-the-ground projects and programs including 
stream restoration, stream flow restoration, water quality and fisheries monitoring, and wa-
tershed education and outreach. Revenues were derived from individual donors and donor 
events (43 percent), federal and state grants (31 percent), foundation support (20 percent), 
and fee-for-service contracts (6 percent).  

REVENUE AND SUPPORT:

Federal & State Grants Assistance   $ 131,241

Memberships and Donations   $ 162,502

Foundation Grants   $ 86,921

Fee for Service (Contracts)   $ 25,667

Programs & Event Revenue (Net of expense)   $ 20,354

Total Revenue and Support   $ 426,685
    

2015 INCOME - $426,685 2015 EXPENSES - $417,284

Memberships & 
Donations

38%

Federal & State 
Grants

31%

Foundation 
Grants

20%

Fee for Service/
Contracts

6% Events
5%
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EXPENSES:

Watershed Projects & Programs   $ 270,138  

Education & Outreach   $ 55,050 

Administration/Operations & Management   $ 56,106

Fundraising   $ 35,990

Total Expenses   $ 417,284
 

2014 Unrestricted Net Assets at End of Year   $ 107,130

          Change in Net Assets   $      9,401

2015 Unrestricted Net Assets at End of Year   $ 116,531

Friends of the Teton River strongly believes in fiscal responsibility and accountability 
to its membership, project partners, and the general public. This report illustrates FTR’s 
financial position as of December 31, 2015.  Please contact us if you would like a copy 
of our 990 tax form, on file with the IRS.

2015 INCOME - $426,685 2015 EXPENSES - $417,284

Watershed 
Programs & 

Projects
65%

Education & 
Outreach

13%

Admin/Operations 
& Management

13.5%

Fundraising
8.5%
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2015
Sue & Tom Williams, 
 for AJ Williams
Barbara Wolahan
Casimir & Carol Yost 

Grey Drake($500-$999)
Jay Anderson
Katharine Butler, 
 in honor of Karen Scheid
Richard Grundler
Michael Henderson
John Hoffman & Jane Durcan
Forrest & Sue Hunter
Carl & Jeanette Pergam
Jack Revoyr
Thomas Sneed
Greg & Mary Stone
Bob & Laurie Swan
Pruzan Family Foundation
 
Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout 
 ($1,000-$5,000)
Malinda Chouinard, given in 
 memory of Andy Tyson
Reed & Ann Coleman
Jon Fenn
David & Debbie Fosdick
Jennifer & Gary Price
Les & Jeanne Thurmond
Chris & Jennifer Tissot
Hamill Family Foundation
Fine Dining Group 
Lincoln Street Fund

Teton River Steward ($5,000+)
Yvon Chouinard 

Board Challenge Donors
Dave & Deborah Beach
Colleen & Mike Bodell
Katharine Butler, 
 in honor of Karen Scheid

Michael Commins
Mike Coyle
Jean Crabtree
Peter Fenger
Christine Debouck & Mitchell Gross
Douglas Hancey
Derek Hutton
Ed & Rita Isbey
Richard & Ronnie Klein
Ronald Lynch
Elaine Moehring
Dan & Betty Orr
Paul & Peggy Pettit
Lynn Sandmann
Nancy Siverd
Fred Staehr
Andy Steele
David Theis
Chris & Jen Tissot
Jeri Thomson & David James
Robert & Genie Weppner
Ferris Sporting Brand LLC
 
Tin Cup Challenge Donors
Anonymous (9)
Jason Abrahamson
Molly Absolon & Allen O’Bannon
Tim & Shawn Adams
Megan & Travis Allen
Jeanne & Peter Anderson
Phyllis Anderson
Tom & Suzanne Arden 
Clarke Arick & Patricia Sticher
Barbara & Gerald Aronowitz
Broward Atwater & Derry McBrinn
Tom & Sarah Balben
Al & DeeAnn Baldwin
Karen Barnett
James & Jeanne Beirne
Bill & Ray Belk
Bob & Jean Benedict
Rich Berg
Nicholas & Ellen Besobrasow

Sarah & Clayton Bieber
James Bjorken
Bill & Alice Boney
Jack Bouma
Mike & Trish Boyd
Donna Brace Ogilvie
Ann-Toy and Porter Broughton
Whitney Burgess & Tristan Kelley
Joe & Dot Burns
Patricia Butts
Arnold Byrd & Sharon Shopper
Jen & Joe Calder
Kelly & Jason Chircop
Larry & Dorry Clevenger
Hal & Rosanne Cochrane
Missy & Ryan Colyer
Marilyn Couch & David Axelrod
Allan & Laurie Crary
Margaret Crary
Mike Dawkins
Laurel Dorr
Martin & Melodee Eby
Christina & Richard Eller
Marion & Elizabeth Elliot
Kirstin & Jeff Engelman
Barbara & David Farmer
Tom Fauntleroy
Molly & Peter Fenger
Jon Fenn
Kathryn & Tom Ferris
Alice & John Finley
Melanie & David Fischel
Kristine & John Fisher
Kristi & Mark Fisher
Scott & Jannine Fitzgerald
Gene Forsythe
Mavis Gallenson
Neil Gleichman
Grand Targhee Resort
Grand Teton Brewing Co.
Chad & Kathryn Green
Kate Griffith
Linda Grimm & Stephen Piscatelle

Thank You 
Donors! 
Membership:
Caddis Fly ($25-$99)
Morgan Case
James & Nancy Curtes
Rachel Daluge
LeAnn Domingue
Charles Franklin
Stacey Glenn
Kent & Judy Hastings
Maureen & Herb Heimerl
Caroline Herter
Chad & Alicia Horrocks
Bradley P. Hull
Earle Layser
Baerbel K. Lucchitta 
Bob & Debbie Malheiro
Bob & Valerie Margulis
Ken & Barbara McIntosh
Larry & Corinne Orme
D.A. Palmer
Richard & Pamela Poduska
Joshua Stanchfield
James Werntz
Elizabeth Wilson

Pale Morning Dunn ($100-$249)
Phyllis Anderson
Steve Auer
Greg & Jayma Bammerlin
J. Gentry & Rachel Barden
Jill Baskin
Linda & Charles Borrenpohl
Virgil Boss
Jack Bouma
Mara Brannon
Elizabeth Coulter
Mary Suzanne Cox

Asa Davis
Suzanne Edwards
John Fedders
Katharine & Dino Frangos
Nicholas & MaryAnn Georges
Geri & Gary Glenn
Linda & Franklin Iossi
John & Lorie Kalivas
Ruth Lindstedt
Sandy & Mary Mason
Richard and Carolyn Max
Matt & Betsy McGlone
Bruce & Virginia Northcott
Carl Palmer
Brian & Constance Reyes-Rau
John Rice
Tayson Rockefeller
JoAnn Rose
Nancy Siverd
Vancie Turner
Peter Versloot
Mark Wyman
Joyce & Felix Zajac
GE Matching Gift  

Blue-winged Olive ($250-$499)
Dave & Debbie Beach
Tim Buckley
John & Tamra Cushman
Mallory Fosdick
Stephen Gray
Bill & Jeannette Horn
Theodore & Kathleen Jablonski
Jerry Long
Elaine Moehring
David & Emmy Montayne
Cheston & Ann Newbold
Patti Saylor
Karen Scheid
John & Linda Seiter
Josh Speyer
Marta Smith
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2015
Virginia & Clint Grosse
Mary Lou & Paul Hansen
Nell & Mark Hanson
Brandon & Agnes Harrison
Eric Helgoth
Leo Henikoff & Carole Travis
Dave Hensel & Julie Robinson
Buol Heslin & Janet Conway
Ray & Cherie Hinchcliff
Kathleen & Tom Hoffman
Dan & Virginia Hoke
Pam & Lee Holmes
Bill Horn & Jeannette Chiari
Mary & Robert Hughs
Chuck Iossi & Tina Culman
David James & Jeri Thomson
Frederick & Rita Johnson
Lisa Johnson & Ben Hammond
Carl Jordan
Dave & Dana Joslyn
Diane & Jeff Jung
Carolyn Keeler & Michael Lavey
Kim Keeley
Bob & Jean Keller
Bill Kelly
Mark & Doris Kelly
Glenn Kerr & Sue Lincoln
Jerry & Viesia Kirk
Jim & Jean Kitchen
Alan & Linda Klagge
James Kleine & Kimberly Day
Dieter & Margaret Knecht
Carl & Emily Knobloch
Linda Kotowski
Lani & Wray Landon
Nancy & Corbin Lang
Gary & Susan Lang
Chris Larson & Cathy O’Connor
Earle Layser
Bill & Debbie Leake
Leon & Ellen Lederman
Neal & Karen Leisch
Ron & Gayle Lien

Linda Long
Guy & Janet Loomis
Max Ludington & Maria Hayashida
Susan & Mayo Lykes
Matt & Sarah MacMillan
Jen & Lars Magnusson
Gene Marcowka & Jenny Charles
Joselin Matkins
Michael McCoy & 
 Nancy McCullough-McCoy
Dick & Kay McIlroy
Alan McKnight & Kate West
Mike & Linda Merigliano
David & Katie Middleton
James & Tahia Miller
Sue Miller & Greg Collins
Lew Mithun
Gene Morandi & Sheilah Grebe
Mike & Barbara Morey
Howard & Jan Morris
Gary & Jamie Moscowitz
Ralph Mossman & Mary Mullaney
Chester & Vicki Motloch
Jaime Musnicki
Kathryn Myers
Andy Pearson & Shawna Burge
Liz Pitcher
Ray Pond & Donna Molinelli
Dan Powers & Lynne Wolfe
John & Linda Prentice
Don & Susan Radkoski
Janna Rankin & Art Frakt
Jim & Ellen Rein
Jim & Cheryl Reinertsen
Jacob & Betty Reiss
Maureen Riegel
Jackie & Sean Riley
Matt & Kim Roberts
Rusty & Barbara Roberts
Marty Robertson-Goodrich
Ned Rockwell & Teresa Meachum
Ellen Rosenau
Leslie & Don Roth

Frank & Maryann Russo
Lynn Sandmann
Iris Saxer
Dean Scheid
Karen Scheid
Gary & Jan Schroeder
Don & Julie Sharaf
Chuck & Judy Shepard 
Elaine & Richard Simmons
Nancy Siverd
Gloria Smith & Edie Harrop
Bruce & Kat Smithhammer
Lorene & Bob Spoelhof
Mary Carol Staiger
John & Peggy Stanchfield
Georgie Stanley
Andy Steele
James & Constance Steele
Alice & Bob Stevenson
Greg & Mary Stone
Don & Jane Streubel
Wade & Rosemarie Thomas
Les & Jeanie Thurmond
Erica Tremblay
Linda & John Unland
Mylan & Betty VanNewkirk
Dan & Amy Verbeten
Lizz & Gerry Verbeten
Claire Vitucci & Luke Neraas
Robert & Nadja Ward
William & Abby Warner
Tim & Margot Watters
Ted & Clarissa Wells
Bob & Debbie Whipple
Nancy Winter
Shana Wood
Charles Woodward
Susan & David Work
Georgina Worthington & 
 John Greenwood
Joyce & Felix Zajac
Jen Zung & Randy Blough

Given in Memory of 
 Arnie Wellman
Jeffrey Miller

Given in Memory of 
 George Geiges
Todd Bingnear
Dolores & Eric Boekel
Dolores Fisher
Ray Gutierrez
James Hoover
Alice Mack
Deborah & James Waples
Country Lawn & Tractor 
Garnett Wood Products
Mid Continent Nail Corporation
Noll Pallet & Lumber Co 
Perry Pallet Inc 

Given in Memory of John Short
 /John Short Legacy Fund
Anonymous 
James Adamson
Melanie Bales
Linda Biever
Vash Brumitt
Val Christensen
Andrew Daniels
Alan & Mary Frazier
George & Helen Geiges
Mr. and Mrs. Hay
Nancy Huntsman
Gizelle Jamison
Sandi Madden
KC & Diane Murphy
Thomas Peter
Charles Pitman
Stephen Rosenblum
Roger Sawyer
Dean & Karen Scheid
Norbert Schneider
Kathy Schreiner

Peter Singer
Michael Tempest
Gary Valdez
Jeff & Sandy Zadoks
Apache Corporation 
Kindred Healthcare 
Papanikolas Enterprises 
Seton Healthcare Family 

Grants/Restricted Funds
Bonneville Environmental Foundation
Bureau of Reclamation
CHC Foundation
Community Foundation of 
 Jackson Hole
Community Foundation of 
 Teton Valley 
Creekside Meadows HOA
Donald C. Brace Foundation
US EPA Environmental 
 Education Grant
LOR Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife 
 Foundation—Bring Back the Natives
Peaked Sports
Silverstar Communications
Teton Conservation District 
 (Wyoming)
Teton Valley Trout Unlimited
Trout Unlimited
US Forest Service

No Till Drill (Restricted Fund)
Donald C. Brace Foundation 
 ($20,000 Challenge Grant)
1% for the Tetons
Dean Scheid

*Our apologies for any errors or 
omissions. Please contact FTR with any 
questions or changes.



The Fisheries Program has been the longest-run-
ning program here at FTR and has had the most vis-
ible impact in our watershed—in the form of habitat 
restoration projects, fish ladders, and stream channel 
improvements. But the behind-the-scenes story is that 
all of these projects rely heavily on conducting quality 
research and data collection before the on-the-ground 
work begins. 

In 2016, FTR will complete research and analysis 
on the largest body of data for Yellowstone Cutthroat 
Trout in their remaining range.  This will lead to iden-
tifying the top-priority projects for conservation of 
the species for the next decade, right here in Teton 
Valley and around the region. In order to meet this 
goal, keep our Fisheries Director and seasonal Fish-
eries Technician working in the field, and apply for 
state/federal project dollars, we need to raise $40,000 
by the end of the year.

While FTR has had many fisheries funders and 
partners, Dr. John Short’s personal contributions to 

our fisheries research program have had the most 
significant impact made by any single individual on 
our overall understanding of the Teton River fishery 
and the status of the native cutthroat, for which he 
so loved to fish. John (1944-2015) made a substan-
tial financial investment in our work over the span 
of a dozen years, yet it was his personal investment 
of time and his passion for our mission that truly set 
him apart. John understood the vital role that sound 
science and research play in the development of an 
effective long-term strategy, and the importance of 
investing in them to create a lasting legacy of con-
servation.  

In the spirit of carrying John’s vision and passion 
for fishing and the Teton River forward, the John 
and Mary Short Foundation has generously made a 
$20,000 Challenge Grant to help close the gap in our 
2016 Fisheries Program budget. Please help us match 
their generous pledge by investing in the future of our 
fishery, and designating a gift to this important work.

Fisheries Director Mike Lien has 
overseen FTR’s research and 
restoration activities since 2003.

John Short (second from left) 
assists with research on the 
upper Teton River in 2011. He 
received FTR’s “Contributions to 
Watershed Science” Award in 
2013.

Fisheries Funding Challenge2016 Special 
Campaigns

$40K Goal

John & Mary Short Foundation
$20K Challenge Grant

Half-way
there!
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taken part in a moonlight float or a 
hike to learn about the natural history 
of the watershed.  These are the kinds 
of educational experiences FTR’s full-
time Education Director has been able 
to offer over the past twelve years.  
By providing free access to K-12 wa-
tershed science instruction, teacher 
training, curriculum, and equipment, 
as well as informational programming 
for adults, we aim to foster under-
standing of the Teton Watershed, and 
the actions each of us can take to con-
serve it.

FTR was recently awarded $90,000 
in EPA Environmental Education 
funding, which will keep our Educa-
tion Director working to bring new 
education and outreach opportunities 
to the community over the next two 
years. And even more outstanding, a 
portion of these funds ($23,000) will 
be granted directly to diverse commu-
nity partners and projects focused on 
protecting clean, safe drinking water 
sources in Teton Valley. As with most 
federal funding, FTR needs to leverage 
private contributions to match it. 

Education Funding Challenge

Do you know a fifth-grader who 
has learned the significance of macro-
invertebrates (bugs) in the stream, or 
a high school student who has tested 
the quality of their home well water? 
Perhaps you’ve heard from a neighbor 
who has attended a community pre-
sentation about Idaho water law or 
low-water landscaping.  Maybe you’ve 

$120K Total 
Project 
Funding

$90K EPA Funding

$10K FTR 
Donations

$20K 
Remaining

In 2016-2017, FTR needs to raise $20,000 
to match EPA Grant funding, so we can 
continue to invest in the current and next 
generation of watershed stewards.[

www.tetonwater.org     11
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CONTACT US:
 Friends of the Teton River
 PO Box 768
 Driggs, ID 83422
 208.354.3871
 donate by mail or online:

 www.tetonwater.org

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage

PAID
Driggs, ID
Permit #8

No-Till Drill Campaign Needs Your Support

FTR and the Teton Soil Conservation District (TSCD) have re-
cently entered into a unique partnership to fundraise for the purchase 
of a “no-till drill,” a farming implement that can reduce soil erosion, 
improve water quality, and benefit both agricultural producers and 
Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout. 

In December, the partners received a $20,000 Challenge Grant 
from the Donald C. Brace Foundation and a $5,000 grant from 1% 
for the Tetons toward our $60,000 fundraising goal. FTR and the 
TSCD are seeking to match these grant funds with private donations 
in 2016 to purchase the drill, which will then be rented at a very low 
cost to local farmers.  You can read more about the no-till drill in our 
Winter 2015/16 newsletter (pages 6-7).  If you would like more infor-
mation about this project, please contact FTR’s Amy Verbeten (amy@
tetonwater.org) or Tina Dean at the TSCD (tetonscd@silverstar.com).

Help support Teton Valley farms and fish!

$33K
remaining 

to reach our 
total goal of 

$60K

$20K
Donald C. 

Brace 
Challenge 

Grant

$5K 1% for the 
Tetons

$2K Individual 
Contributions

  N
o T

ill 
Drill Fundraising Progress


