
www.tetonwater.org     1

FY 2016 Annual Report
Cultivating Success for Teton Watershed Conservation

friends of the

Common Ground



www.tetonwater.org     3

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  ( c u r r e n t )
	 Bill Horn, President
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	 Kim Keeley, Secretary
	 Boots Allen
	 Chris Jensen
	 Jen Pierce
	 Dean Scheid

Welcome to Friends of the Teton River’s FY 2016 Report

Teton Valley, Idaho, epitomizes the culture of the “New West”—
blending agriculture and recreation, farming and fly fishing—with 
an economy and ecology that depend on sustaining healthy land 
and water. FTR has found that collaborating to solve problems 
ultimately leads to win-win outcomes. By actively listening, ask-
ing questions, and finding common ground with diverse partners, 
we’ve been able to develop creative ways to address human needs 
and those of fish and wildlife. 

Our efforts are focused on developing place-based solutions 
that maintain the viability and health of our working lands, open 
spaces, and stream corridors, while improving surface and ground 
water resources, reducing sediment input, and ensuring well-func-
tioning fish and wildlife habitat. Water plays an essential role in 
the landscapes, lives, and livelihood of our community, and by 
working together, we can find innovative solutions that make 
sense for where we live, work, and play.

This past year, FTR helped raise and leverage more public 
and private support for work in our watershed than ever before. 
Through joint fundraising and grant writing efforts with our 
non-profit and Foundation partners, agricultural producers, and 
local and federal government agencies, we helped garner over 3 
million dollars for projects, right here in Teton Valley, which will 
improve safety and public access on the Teton River, restore con-
nected stream corridors, and develop strategies that benefit our 
local farms and native fish (see pages 4-5). You won’t find this 
number reported as a part of our operational or project income/
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expense for the year (FY 2016 Financial Report pages 6-7), so 
we’ve included these as “leveraged funds” that we’ve helped raise 
through partnerships to benefit watershed conservation.

We are proud to have matured into an organization with in-
creasingly stable financial footing, especially as we look into the 
year ahead. However, this doesn’t mean that we operate with a lot 
of “extra” left over—in fact, we run on a very lean budget every 
year, strategically investing our time and funding resources into 
on-the-ground, mission-driven work. 

FTR was founded by a group of individuals like you, who 
shared a commonly held belief that they could make a real differ-
ence in the health of their river and fishery. We have only arrived 
here with the consistent support of our friends and members, and 
can only continue this work with your help. With many challenges 
and successes still ahead of us, we ask you to be partners in finding 
common ground and uncommon solutions to the water issues we 
face together, as a community.

Sincerely,

Development Director
			 

Executive Director

Amy Verbeten
Executive Director 

(2012-present)

Anna Lindstedt
Development Director 

(2007-present)

OUR MISSION is to work collaboratively for clean water, healthy streams, and a thriving fishery in the Teton 
Watershed. We implement on-the-ground projects, partnerships, and programs that restore stream channels 
and corridors, and improve water quality/quantity, while monitoring our impact and connecting people with 
their water resources. 
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Partnerships, trust, and effective collaboration have been fundamental to our 
success as an organization.  Our vision is to be a model for watershed conserva-
tion that puts science into practice, celebrates a diverse culture of stewardship, 
and implements locally based solutions that support our economy, community, 
and values. 

Teton Creek Corridor Project: FTR has invested over a decade of work and $3 
million dollars to research, restore, protect, and improve fish habitat, stream 
flows, water quality, and riparian health in the Teton Creek Corridor. In 2016, we 
were excited to announce our partnership in the Teton Creek Corridor Project—a 
collaborative effort of FTR, the Teton Regional Land Trust, Teton Valley Trails 
and Pathways, and Valley Advocates for Responsible Development  to protect and 
improve key fish and wildlife habitat, while providing a safe 2.5 mile pathway 
adjacent to protected/restored areas. As a project partner, FTR has been able to 
ensure the goals of the project align with our goals as an organization. We have 
also been able to leverage partner support to secure more funding for FTR’s ongo-
ing work on Teton Creek, including Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout research, stream 
flow restoration, and habitat restoration. A special thanks goes to project donors, 
the Cushman Family Foundation ($25,000) and the Donald C. Brace Foundation 
($50,000).

Bates Bridge Public Access: During the summer, FTR and a group of non-profit 
partners collectively raised $720,000 in public, private, and grant funds to pur-
chase 80 acres adjacent to the Bates Bridge on the Teton River. This purchase se-
cures permanent protection (with a 46-acre conservation easement) and the future 
of this popular river access for the entire community. The property is now owned 
by Teton County as a public park. Boat ramp/access improvements will begin this 
summer, 2017.

It’s been a big year! We’ve had a number of projects, programs, and grants that 
came to fruition in 2016 which required many years of hard work, planning, 
and finding common ground with community partners. 

Fisheries Science: FTR has collected an impressive amount of fisheries data over 
the past decade, which is considered top-notch by our peers. In 2016, you helped 
us raise $40,000 to support this research through our Fisheries Challenge (see 
donors, pages 8-9). In addition to employing a research technician, we added a 
fisheries monitoring site on Teton Creek, and tracked tagged non-native trout in 
the Teton Canyon by airplane. By putting our heads together (and crunching the 
numbers) with leading fisheries experts from around the region, FTR is helping 
to develop a model that will guide fisheries managers as they make decisions that 
best support the persistence of native trout species in the Intermountain West. 
This work, culminating in 2017, will help prioritize Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout 
conservation projects within their remaining range. This includes the Teton Wa-
tershed, which contains the last-best populations of YCT found anywhere. 

Education: The FTR Education Program continues to inspire kids valley-wide, 
starting with our youngest water scientists in Kindergarten. Thanks to the Teton 
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited, our Trout in the Classroom program has 
aquariums in all of the public schools in the district this year. Other programs for 
school-aged youth included field trips about geology, stream studies, snow sci-
ence, and wetlands. In the first year of a two-year EPA Environmental Education 
grant, FTR launched a Teton County WaterWise Initiative, focused on youth and 
adult education opportunities for drinking water protection, including topics on 
soil health, floodplains, well-water testing, and household hazardous waste. As a 
part of this grant, FTR was awarded $20,000 to fund classrooms and community 
organizations which have projects related to improving drinking water.

2016 Key Accomplishments Partnerships & Collaboration



FY 2016 Financials

Friends of the Teton River strongly believes in fiscal responsibility and accountability 
to its membership, project partners, and the general public. This report illustrates FTR’s 
financial position as of December 31, 2016.  Please contact us if you would like a copy 
of our 990 tax form, on file with the IRS.

REVENUE AND SUPPORT:

Federal & State Grants Assistance			  $ 114,809

Memberships and Donations			  $ 138,643

Foundation Grants			  $ 232,679

Fee for Service (Contracts)			  $ 23,654

Programs & Event Revenue (Net of expense)			  $ 16,402

Total Revenue and Support			  $ 526,187
				 

EXPENSES:

Watershed Projects & Programs				   $ 275,568		

Education & Outreach				    $ 72,403	

Administration/Operations & Management		  $ 44,418

Fundraising				    $ 60,239

Total Expenses				    $ 452,628
	

2015 Net Assets at End of Year	 $116,531	 $33,961	 $150,492

Change in Net Assets	 $(1,680)	 $75,238	 $73,558

2016 Net Assets at End of Year	 $114,851	 $109,199*	 $224,050

*Restricted Net Assets held at the end of FY 2016 will be spent on programs and 
projects in FY 2017 for which they have been designated by the individual or grantor.

2016 INCOME - $526,187 2016 EXPENSES - $452,628

Memberships & 
Donations

26.5%
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Fee for Service/
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& Management

13%
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10%
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In 2016, FTR & OUR PARTNERS leveraged funds for: 

$43K $625K $720K
$260K

$1.7M

LEVERAGED FUNDS FOR WATERSHED CONSERVATION:     WE CAN DO MORE BY WORKING TOGETHER.

 FTR+Teton Soil 
Conservation 

District to purchase 
a no-till seed drill

FTR+Teton Regional 
Land Trust

Raise project funds 
for agricultural 
easements & 

producer incentives	

FTR+Community 
partners

Raise funds to 
purchase the Bates 

Property/Public 
River Access 

FTR+Teton Creek 
Collaborative+LOR 

Foundation
$1.7M investment in 

property and easement 
acquisitions

$260K in capacity 
and project funding 

(geomorphic assessment, 
outreach, staffing)
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2016
Tim W. Buckley
Katharine Butler
Janice & John Griffin
Kathleen & Theodore Jablonski
David & Emmy Montanye
K.C. & Diane Murphy
Patti Saylor
Jason Shiebler
Thomas Sneed
Tenkara Rod Co.
Gini & Clint Van Siclen
Marta Smith
Arthur Williams
Jerry Wirkus & Kate Ohlandt
Jerry & Barbara Wolahan
Casimir & Carol Yost

Gray Drake ($500-$999)
Jay Anderson
Michael & Patricia Boyd
Timothy Buckley
Chip Daniels
John Hoffman & Jane Durcan
Tom & Kathy Hoffman
Forrest & Sue Hunter 
Jennifer & Gary Price
Jack Revoyr 
Karen Scheid
John & Linda Seiter
Dave Ward

Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout 
($1,000-$5,000)
Reed & Ann Coleman 
Alexander Good
Fred Good
Richard Grundler
Jon Fenn
Fine Dining Group
Karen Huntsman

Richard & Susan Jacobsen
Chuck & Twing Pitman	
Lincoln Street Fund
Dean Scheid
Arthur Simonetti
Greg & Mary Stone
Les & Jeanie Thurmond
Chris & Jen Tissot

Teton River Steward ($5,000+)
Yvon & Malinda Chouinard

Fisheries Challenge Donors
Thank you to the John H. & Mary 
Wilkes Short Family Charitable 
Foundation for donating a $20,000 
lead-gift to this campaign.

Matching donors:
Phyllis Anderson
Jean Crabtree 
Douglas Hancey
Kent & Judy Hastings
Mark & Doris Kelly
Ronald Lynch
James & Patricia Durrett
Michael Coyle
Michael & Julie Stalnecker
Timothy Frazier
Virginia & Michael Bodell
Nancy Siverd
Carolyn Sandmann
Mitchell Gross & Christine Debouck
Dave & Debbie Fosdick
David & Debbie Beach
Richard & Ronnie Klein
Chris & Jen Tissot
David Theis
Thomas & Judy Fauntleroy
Genie & Robert Weppner

Peter Versloot
Trey Peacock
The Dave Hokin Foundation
Robert & Debbie Malheiro
Dean & Karen Scheid
Bob & Laurie Swan
Pam & Lee Holmes
Sharon & Martin Scott
Andy Steele
Arlin Grimes
Arthur Simonetti

Tin Cup Challenge Donors:
Anonymous (7)
Yoshiko Abrahamson
Molly Absolon & Allen O’Bannon
Shawn & Tim Adams
Barbara Allen & Peter Dittmar
Megan & Travis Allen
Jay Anderson
Phyllis Anderson
Jeanne & Peter Anderson
Suzanne & Thomas Arden
Clarke Arick & Patricia Sticher
Barbara & Jerry Aronowitz
Sarah & Tom Balben
Al & Deann Baldwin
Nick Beatty & Anna Lindstedt
Bill & Ray Belk
Jean & Bob Benedict
Richard Berg
Ellen & Nicholas Besobrasow
Sarah & Clayton Bieber
Jim Bjorken
Bill & Alice Boney
Laurie & Virgil Boss
Mike & Trish Boyd
Porter & Ann-Toy Broughton
Tammy & Mo Brown
Blue Bunch

Shawna Burge & Andy Pearson
Joe & Dot Burns 
Pat Butts
Arnold Byrd & Sharon Shopper
Jen & Joe Calder
Kelly & Jason Chircop
Billy Chow & Penny Oslund
Tom Clark & Pat O’Leary
Dorry & Larry Clevenger
Greg Collins & Sue Miller
Missy & Ryan Colyer
Tina Culman & Chuck Iossi
Mike Dawkins
Kim Day & Jim Kleine
Martin Eby
Chris & Richard Eller
Bud & Betty Elliot
Janet & Dale Endris
Jeff & Kirstin Engelman
Barbara & David Farmer
Nell & Bill Fay
Peter & Molly Fenger 
Aaron & Alicia Finley
Alice & John Finley
Melanie & David Fischel
Kris & John Fisher
Kristi & Mark Fisher
Jody & James Fitzgerald
Geno Forsythe
David & Debbie Fosdick
Arthur Frakt & Janna Rankin
Mavis Gallenson
Shelley & Lou Gaylord
Neil Gleichman
Grand Targhee Resort
Grand Teton Brewing Co.
Josie Gray & Jared Power
Sheilah Grebe & Gene Morandi
Ann Goodell
Kathryn & Chad Green

John Greenwood & 
	 Georgina Worthington
Linda Grimm & Stephen Piscatelle
Clint & Virgina Grosse
Janna & William Grover
Curt Hamby & 
	 Shannon Brooks-Hamby
Nancy Hamill-Winter
Ben Hammond & Lisa Johnson
Mary Lou & Paul Hansen
Mark Hanson
Edie Harrop & Gloria Smith
Susan Hawkins
Maria Hayashida & Max Ludington
Henikoff Family Foundation
Caroline Herter & Ben Winship
Buol Heslin & Janet Conway Heslin
Nancy Hogenson & Steve Summers
William Horn & Jeannette Chiari
Mary & Robert Hughes
Edward Isbey
Hyrum & Sarah Johnson
Rita & Frederick Johnson
Sarah & Brady Johnston
Carl Jordan
Dana & Dave Joslyn
Diane & Jeff Jung
Kacey & Kai Karstens
Carolyn Keeler & Mike Lavey
Jean & Wes Keller
William Kelly
Glenn Kerr & Susan Lincoln
Stephen King
Viesia & Jerry Kirk
Jean & James Kitchen
Peggy & Dieter Knecht
Knobloch Family Foundation
Linda Kotowski
Lani & Wray Landon
Gary & Susan Lang

Chris Larson & Cathy O’Connor
Earle Layser
Leadership at Play
Bill & Debbie Leake
Richard & Lynn LeBolt
Ellen & Leon Lederman
Karen & Neal Leisch
Gayle & Ron Lien
Lori & Ryan Lloyd
Janet & Guy Loomis
Jessica & Jerry Long
Linda Long
Susan & Mayo Lykes
Jennifer & Lars Magnusson
Joselin Matkins
Elizabeth & Jim McCane
Michael McCoy & 
	 Nancy McCullough-McCoy
Dick & Kay McIlroy
Alan McKnight & Kate West
Teresa Meachum & Ned Rockwell
Linda & Mike Merigliano
James & Tahia Miller
Jeffery Miller
John Miller
Donna Molinelli & Ray Pond
Allison & Dave Monroe
Barbara & Mike Morey
Ben & Deirdre Morris
Janis & Howard Morris
Christina Morrisett
Jamie & Gary Moscowitz
Jaime Musnicki
Liz & Derrick Nobman
Bruce & Ginny Northcott
Julie & William Obering
Susan Patla
Payne Family Foundation
Jeannette & Carl Pergam
Jennifer Pierce & Dave Wood

Liz Pitcher
Chuck & Twing Pitman
Dan Powers & Lynne Wolfe
John & Linda Prentice
Don Radkoski
Betty & Jacob Reiss
Cindy Riegel & Fletcher White
Maureen Riegel
Ellen & James Rein
James & Cheryl  Reinertsen
Jackie & Sean Riley
Kim & Matthew Roberts
Molly Robertson-Goodrich
Ellen Rosenau
Frank & Maryann Russo
Lynn Sandmann
Iris Saxer
Dean Scheid
Emily Selleck
Julie Mueller & Don Sharaf
Chuck & Judy Shepard
Katharine Shepard
Elaine & Richard Simmons
Nancy Siverd
Kathy & Eric Spitzer
Bob & Lori Spoelhof
John & Peggy Stanchfield
Georgie Stanley
Andy Steele
James & Connie Steele
Alice & Bob Stevenson
Don & Jane Streubel
Debra Taylor
Elizabeth Thebaud
Rosemarie & Wade Thomas
Jeanie & Les Thurmond
Kim Trotter
Molly Tyson
Linda & John Unland
Lane & Chris Valiante

Betty & Mylan VanNewkirk
Gini & Clint Van Siclen
Amy & Dan Verbeten
Lisa & Kent Wagener
Robert & Nadja Ward
Astrid & Todd Warden
Abby & Willy Warner
Margot & Tim Watters
Clarissa & Ted Wells
Kent & Jen Werlin
Karin Wertheim
Bob & Debbie Whipple
Betsy & Gene White
Dan & Pat Willert
Kate & Jerry Wirkus
Shana Wood
Charles Woodward
David & Susan Work
Joyce & Felix Zajac

Bates Access Project Donors
David & Kim Jennings
Bill & Debbie Leake

Given in Memory of 
John Short/John Short Legacy 
Fund
Charles Bracken
Joseph Swedish

*Our apologies for any errors or 
omissions. Please contact FTR 
with any questions or changes.

Thank You 
Donors! 
Donations:
Caddis Fly ($25-$99)
Boots Allen
Steve Auer
Mara Brannon
Morgan Case	
Michael Commins
August & Gus Cronenberg
Katharine Cookson
John Fitzgerald 
Larry Good
Vip Gupta
Earle Layser
Aven Kelley
Jason Kelley
Kenneth & Carmen O’Dell
Chad & Alicia Horrocks
Edward & Rita Isbey
Alan & Linda Klagge
Peter Fenger
Eloise Pendl
Gary & Geri Glenn
Dave Hensel & Julie Robinson
Paul & Peggy Pettit
Michael & Sheralee Lawson
Baerbel Lucchitta
Phillip Lunn
Jen & Lars Magnussen 
William Metzdorff
John Miller
Donald & Lorraine Mitchell 
Will Mitchell
Fred Staehr
John Rice 
JoAnn Rose 

Lawrence & Corinne Orme
Peaked Sports
Steven Summers
Lizz & Gerry Verbeten
Joyce & Felix Zajac III

Pale Morning Dunn ($100-$249)
Greg & Jayma Bammerlin 
J. Gentry & Rachel Barden
Elizabeth Coulter
Allan & Laurie Crary
James & Nancy Curtes 
Asa & Deborah Davis
Suzanne Edwards
John Fedders
Doc & Katherine Frangos
Stacey Glenn (gift membership)
Caroline Herter & Ben Winship
Bradley Hull 
John & Lorie Kalivas
Mark & Doris Kelly
Ruth Ann Lindstedt 
Valerie Margulis
Saunders & Mary Mason
Elizabeth McCane
Matthew & Besty McGlone
Elaine Moehring
Cheston & Ann Newbold
Carl Palmer
Emily Selleck
Nancy Siverd
Michael & Julie Stalnecker 
David Stein
Pamela & James Ross
Rich Troy

Blue-winged Olive ($250-$499)
Phyllis Anderson
Klaus Baer
Dave & Debbie Beach
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UNCOMMON PARTNERS SEEK COMMON GROUND FOR FARMS & FISH
No-Till Drill Campaign
Thank You Donors!

Donald C. Brace Foundation

1% for the Tetons

The Baltoro Trust

James & Jeanne Beirne	

Community Foundation of 	

	 Teton Valley		

Teton County, Idaho

Teton Springs Foundation

Dean Scheid

Nancy Hamill Winter

2016 Grants &
Restricted Funds

American Rivers
Bonneville Environmental Foundation
Bureau of Reclamation
CHC Foundation
Columbia Basin Water Transactions 		
	 Program
Community Foundation of Teton Valley 
Creekside Meadows HOA
Cushman Family Foundation
Donald C. Brace Foundation
Idaho Department of Environmental 		
	 Quality
Idaho Department of Water Resources
EPA Environmental Education Grant
LOR Foundation
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
One Fly Foundation
Jim & Cheryl Reinertsen
Teton Conservation District (Wyoming)
Teton Valley Trout Unlimited
US EPA Environmental Education Grant
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
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Thank You 
Donors

for helping us 
raise $42,750 

for the 
no-till drill.

In rural Idaho, it’s rare for agricultural producers, agen-
cies, officials, and conservation groups to work side by side 
to spearhead watershed protection efforts. FTR is working 
to change that by finding “common ground” for water re-
source conservation. 

In the past year, FTR and local agricultural producers 
have worked together to develop effective, voluntary strat-
egies for collaborative conservation on private land. FTR 
and the Teton Soil Conservation District successfully raised 
$42,750 to purchase a no-till seed drill this year as a part 
of a joint soil health initiative that will protect and improve 
water quality in the Teton River, while reducing soil erosion 
and improving agricultural business practices and returns. 

We have also been a part of an exciting effort to form 
a basin-wide “Water Users Association,” steered by local 
leaders in the farming/ranching community, who believe 
that maintaining viable working lands and healthy wa-
tersheds goes hand-in-hand.  We are proud of our work 
that is bringing together agricultural leaders—who repre-
sent family-run farms, the Farm Bureau, and TSCD—with 
water and soil health scientists, conservation interests, and 
funding partners.

Planting the Seed 
At the end of 2016, FTR and the Teton Regional Land Trust 

secured an $825,000 Natural Resources Conservation Service grant 
that will provide financial incentives and support for local agricul-
tural producers to participate in conservation farming practices, 
including no-till methods and planting cover crops, and voluntary 
agricultural easements that will keep  “working lands working” in 
perpetuity. Through program objectives implemented over the next 
three to five years, we will demonstrate how agriculture can benefit 
farms and fish in Teton Valley, and how uncommon partners can 
cultivate success, together. 

Support Farms & Fish in Teton Valley
We need your help to support the Farms & Fish Campaign. We 

depend on your contributions to get our programs off (or in this 
case, on) the ground. In order to apply for and put federal grant 
funds to work, we need private donor contributions. Our fundrais-
ing goal for the Farms & Fish Campaign is $30,000. Your support 
will provide the matching funds and leverage we need to take this 
program from seed to sprout, and get grant dollars into local farm-
ers’ fields, through staffing, education, and outreach. 

Help us reach our $30,000 campaign goal! 



CONTACT US:
 Friends of the Teton River
 PO Box 768
 Driggs, ID 83422
 208.354.3871
 donate by mail or online:

 www.tetonwater.org

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage

PAID
Driggs, ID
Permit #8
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Save the Date!Farms & Fish Benefit
Want to find out more about how you can 
contribute to no-till & other farming initiatives? 
Donors and friends are invited to learn about 
our efforts with local agricultural producers, 
show support for the Farms & Fish Campaign, 
and celebrate our successes during a field tour 
and outdoor reception.

*Look for formal invitation and announcements 
early this summer.

FARMS & FISH needs your support! Help us 
meet our $30,000 goal by making a donation to 
this campaign, via a donation envelope (en-
closed) or on our website www.tetonwater.org

Friday, August 4*
Victor, ID (location TBA)


